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Lack of unity of invention 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXA MINATION REPORT 
1 1. Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/007308 



L With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| the international application as originally filed 

| | - the description: 

pages . 

pages ; „ _^ — 

pages : 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the claims: 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

3 filed with the demand 



_, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages . 

pages 

pages 



9 as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with.the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to Ms Authority in the language in which 

1 KteSonal application was filed, unless ofcerwfee i^^^SXLm^ which is: 

. These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

With reg^d to any nuc.eotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listmg has 
been furnished. 

4. C] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages _ — 

| | the claims, Nos. . 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



PI This report has been established as if (some of) the amendment had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5. U b ^ondthe disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).- 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 3, 5-12, 14 



YES 



Claims 1, 2, 4, 13 



NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



8-12 



YES 



Claims 



1-7, 13, 14 



NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 



1-14 



YES 



Claims 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Regarding the inventions relating to claims 1, 2, 4 and 13 

The above claims describe a "cleaning drive mode" but whether or not to clean an electric 
razor in the drive mode is a matter to be carried out as required by an electric razor user. 

In that case, the above description of the "cleaning drive mode" is nothing more than merely 
indicating a drive mode that is different from a "normal drive mode" described in the same claim as 
simply a constitution indicating the invention itself, an electric razor. 

Document 1 [JP, 2001-334076, A (Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.)] cited in the ISR describes 
an electric razor having a plurality of modes with a variety of drive speed of a razor blade. 

Therefore, the inventions relating to claims 1, 2, 4 and 13 do not appear to be novel or involve 
an inventive step based on document 1 . 

Regarding the invention relating to claim 3 

The invention described in document 1 is not specifically clear about movement speed of the 
razor blade but newly cited document 7 [EP, 652087, Al (Philips Electronics N.V.) & JP, 7-185149, 
A] describe a razor blade driving at an average speed of 0.4-1 .2 [m/sec], namely 24-72 [m/min]. 

Therefore, the invention relating to claim 3 does not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 and 7. 

Regarding the invention relating to claim 5 

The invention described in document 1 does not cause the razor blade to drive by a 
combination of a plurality of drive modes but newly cited document 8 [JP, 1-18150, Y2 (Kyushu 
Hitachi Maxell K.K.)] describes causing a razor blade to drive by a stop and drive modes, namely, a 
combination of a plurality of drive modes. 

Therefore, the invention relating to claim 5 does not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 and 8. 

Regarding the invention relating to claim 6 

The invention described in document 1 does not cause the drive mode of the razor blade to 
change even after a certain time, but document 3 [JP, 6-32061, Y2 (Kyushu Hitachi Maxell K.K.) 
cited in the ISR describes causing the drive modes of the razor blade to change when a certain time 
passes after a switch is on. 

Therefore, the invention relating to claim 6 does not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 and 3. 

Regarding the invention relating to claim 7 
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VI. Certain documents cited 


1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 




Application No. Publication date Filing date 
Patent No. (day/montli/year) (day/month/year) 


Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/month/year) 



JP 2002-320399 A 31.10.2002 18.04.2001 

[EX] 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure referring to non-written disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/montlxfyear) 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box V. 2: 



The invention described in document 1 is not clear about whether or not the razor blade stops 
after a certain time but document 4 [JP, 7-96085, A (Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.)] cited in the ISR 
describes causing the razor blade stop after a certain time. 

Therefore, the invention relating to claim 7 does not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 and 4. 

Regarding the invention relating to claim 14 

The invention described in document 1 does not have indicating means that prompt cleaning 
after a certain time, but document 5 [EP, 0895835, A2 (Izumi Products Company)] cited in the ISR 
describes having indicating means that add up the used time after cleaning to prompt cleaning after a 
certain time. 

Therefore, the invention relating to claim 14 does not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 and 5. 
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1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application to the 
following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this notice: 

AU S AZ, BY, CH, CN } CO, DE, D2, EP, HU, KG, KP, KR, MD, MK, MZ, RU, TM, US 

In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the communication 
of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy of the international application is 
required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication al this time: 

AE, AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, BA, BB, BG, BR, BZ 5 CA, CR, CU, CZ, DK, DM, EA, EC, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, 
HR, ID, IL, IN, IS, KE, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MG, MN, MW, MX, Nl, NO, NZ, OA, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, 
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The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do. not require the applicant to 
furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49. l(a-fru)). 

3. Enclosed with this notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
24 December 2003 (24.12.03) under No. WO 03/1061 18 

4. TIME LIMITS for filing a demand for international preliminary examination and for entry into the national phase 

The applicable time limit for entering the national phase will, subject to what is said in the foDowing paragraph, be 30 MONTHS from 
the priority date, not only in respect of any elected Office if a demand for international preliminary examination is filed before the 
expiration of 19 months from the priority date, but also in respect of any designated Office, in the absence of filing of such demand, where 
Article 22(1) as modified with effect from 1 April 2002 applies in respect of that designated Office. For further details, see PCT Gazette 
No. 44/2001 of 1 November 2001, pages 19926, 19932 and 19934, as well as the PCT Newsletter, October and November 2001 and 
February 2002 issues. 

In practice, time limits other than the 30-month time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of lime, in respect of certain 
designated or elected Offices. For regular updates on the appDcable time limits (20, 21, 30 or 31 months, or other time limit), Office by 
Office, refer to the PCT Gazette, the PCT Newsletter and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume n, National Chapters, all available from 
WIPO's Internet site, at http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/index.html. 

For filing a demand for international preliminary examination, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume I/A, Chapter IX. Only an 
applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracung State which is bound by Chapter II has the right to file a demand for 
international preliminary examination (at present, all PCT Contracung Stales are bound by Chapter II). 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor all these time limits. * 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34; chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.(41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 



Judith Zahra 



Telephone No.(41-22) 338.9 1. 1 1 



Form PCTOB/308 (April 2002) 



Best Available Copy 



^r^sl" 



PCT/JP03/07308 



PATENT COOPERATION TREAT 

J^rn'the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT P? 


ma ) i 


NOTIFICATION CONCERNING " C 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
Ur rrflUKI 1 Y UULUMbrM 1 

(PCT Administrative instructions, Section 411) 


KOTANI, Etsuji 

Nichimen Building 2nd Floor, 2-2, 
Nakanoshima 2-chorhe,Kita-ku, 
Osaka-shi, Osaka 530-0005 
Japan 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

09 Seoterriber 2003 (09 09 03V 






Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P1226PCT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


international application No. 
PCT/JP03/07308 


International filing date (day/mpnth/year) 
10 June 2003 (10.06.03) 


International publication date (day/month/year) 

Not yet published 


Priority date (day/mbrith/year) ! 
12 June 2002 (12.06.02) 


Applicant 




MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC WORKS, LTD, et al 





1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
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